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COPIES of any further Correspondence which may have taken place 
between the Irish Poor Law Commissioners and the Reverend L. C. P. Fox 
relative to his Dismissal from the Roman Catholic Chaplaincy of the 
South Dublin Union. 



South Dublin Union. 



(No. 12909/60.) 

No. 1 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9 June 1860. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland desire to acquaint you that since their letter of the 6th instant, relative 
to the Roman-catholic chaplaincy of the workhouse of South Dublin Union was 
written, some further correspondence has taken place with Archbishop Cullen 
on the subject, and the Commissioners enclose copies of that correspondence * 
for the guardians’ information. 

By order, &c. 

The Clerk, (signed) B. Ban/cs, 

South Dublin Union. • Chief Clerk. 



(No. 13067/60.) 

No. 2. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 7 June 1860. 

« The master also reported as follows : that from circumstances and informa- 
tion which came to his knowledge on Friday last, I became apprehensive that 
there would be some rioting on the part of some of the less orderly portion of 
the pauper inmates on Sunday ; under which difficulty I that day waited on 
Mr. Otway, and on Saturday at the Poor Law Commissioners’ Office, on both 
of which occasions I stated my fears on the matter; the result of which was 
that a portion of the police force was placed in readiness near the workhouse 
on Sunday, to act in any emergency that might arise. This circumstance 
having become generally known among the inmates, had the effect of confining 
any disposition to riot on their part to murmuring and expressions of dissatis- 
faction in reference to the case of the Rev. Mr. Fox, and materially tended to 
the maintenance of order among them. 

« On Saturday, Mr. Byrne, one of the guardians (who first suggested the 
application to the police force), also suggested that in case there should be no 
Roman-catholic service in the workhouse or the auxiliaries on Sunday, that the 
Roman-catholic school girls at the Tenter House should be taken out to Mass 
at seven o’clock, a. m., by the four Roman-catholic schoolmistresses ; the school 
and trades boys at Kilmainham Auxiliary to be taken in like manner by the 
two Roman-catholic schoolmasters at the same hour, that being the hour at 
which ample accommodation would be found in the nearest chapels. That 
such of the aged and infirm of both sexes as were able to go should be taken in 
the workhouse dress to James’s-street chapel, at eight o’clock, a. m., in charge 

of 



* Nos. 82 and 33 in Return to Order, 8th June; Paper 390. 
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of the officers and wardmasters, male and female, respectively. That such of 
the healthy and able-bodied adults, in number about 339, who should express 
their wish to attend Roman-catholic service, should have a pass out from him 
for two hours in their own clothes on that morning, they giving him their names 
on Saturday evening previously, that their clothes might be ready ; this course 
being adapted to them specially, as it would be most difficult, if not impossible, 
to control some of them, or answer for the safety of the house clothing outside 
the workhouse. This being the class on the part of whom alone 1 apprehended 
disorder, this met my approval, and would have been acted on if the emergency 
arose. This was, however, obviated, as at about two o’clock, a. in., on Saturday, 
Mr. Byrne learned from the Rev. Mr. Morris, who had been the assistant of 
the Rev. Mr. Fox for the last year, that he would officiate on Sunday at the 
Auxiliaries as usual, and that the Rev. Mr. Mangan, who accompanied him to 
the interview with Mr. Byrne, would officiate at the workhouse, that being the 
duty usually discharged by the Rev. Mr. Fox ; both of which services have been 
performed without objection by me. 

I respectfully request the instructions of the Board as to the course to be 
pursued in future in this matter, as I have up to the present been acting entirely 
in accordance with my own discretion, and respectfully hope that the guardians 
will approve of what I have done in the absence of any direct order from 
them. 

Moved by Mr. Place, seconded by Dr. Wall : — 

That the portion of the master’s report detailing the course that he would 
have adopted in the event of the Catholic chaplain having refused to celebrate 
Mass be omitted and not entered on the minutes. 

Amendment moved by Mr. Bonsall, seconded by Captain Wall : — 

That the report of the master respecting the course proper to adopt, pending; 
the appointment of a Roman-catholic chaplain, be forwarded to the Poor Law 
Commissioners requesting their advice for him. 

The amendment was declared carried, and a division being called for, the 
following was the result : — 



For the Amendment, 16. 



Mr. Austin. 

Mr. Beasley. 

Mr. Bonsall. 

Mr. Byrne. 

Mr. F. Caldbeck. 
Mr. Drought. 

Mr. Draper. 

Mr. Franklin. 



Mr. Gillespie. 

Dr. Owen. 

Mi-. Prescott. 

Mr. Rogers. 

Sir Robert Shaw. 
Mr. Sykes. 

Mr. Warren. 
Captain Wall. 



Against it, 5. 
Mr. Keogh. 

Mr. Lawless. 

Mr. Place. 

Mr. Shannon. 

Dr. Wall. 



(No. 13067/60.) 

No. 3 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 13 June 1860. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guar- 
dians of South Dublin Union on the 7th instant, containing a report from the 
master of the workhouse, in which he states that it bad been suggested to him 
that in case there should he no Roman-catholic service in the workhouse or 
auxiliaries, the Roman-catholic male and female children should be taken out to 
chapel at seven o’clock, a. m., under the charge of their respective schoolmasters 
and schoolmistresses ; the aged and infirm inmates of both sexes at eight o’clock, 
a. m., under the charge of the officers and wardmasters and wardmistresses 
respectively ; and such of the able-bodied and healthy adult inmates as should 
express their wish to attend Roman-catholic service to be allowed to leave 
the workhouse in their own clothes for two hours, on a pass obtained from the 
master. 

In 
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In reference thereto and to the resolution of the Board of Guardians, 
requesting the advice of the Commissioners on the inquiry of the master as to 
the course which he should pursue in regard to the attendance of the Roman- 
catholic workhouse inmates at the celebration of Divine service, pending the 
appointment of a Roman-catholic chaplain to the workhouse, the Commis- 
sioners recommend the Board of Guardians not to permit the master to send 
the inmates out of the workhouse in the manner proposed under any circum- 
stances ; as it would be difficult to provide effectually for the control of so 
large a number of inmates out of the precincts of the workhouse, and serious 
consequences might ensue from the attempt. 

By order, kc. 

To the Clerk, ' (signed) B. Banks, 

South Dublin Union. Chief Clerk. 



(No, 13570/60.) 

No. 4. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 14 June 1860. 

Moved by Mr. O’ Dwyer, seconded by Mr. Lawless, and passed : — 

That the Commissioners of Poor Laws having removed the Rev. Mr. Fox 
from his office as Catholic chaplain to this house, the Board express their sense 
of the correctness with which that gentleman discharged his clerical duties 
towards those over whom he had been placed, and their regret at the severance 
of the official relation which had existed between the Rev. Mr. Fox and the 
Board. 



(No. 14471/60.) 

No. 5. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes of *28 June 1860. 

The following letter from the Rev. L. C. P. Fox, late Roman-catholic chaplain, 
was read : 

ct gj r Inchicore, Dublin, 23 June 1860. 

« My absence in a remote part of Ireland has prevented me from sooner acknowledging 
a letter which I have had the honour to receive, communicating to me a resolution of the 
Board of Guardians of the South Dublin Union, expressing their approval of the manner 
in which I discharged my clerical duties towards those over whom I have been placed, 

&< “ I be" sir, you will convey to the gentlemen who have done me this honour my best 
acknowledgments of their kindness. I also request you will assure the Board, that whdst 
rendering obedience to spiritual authority in the discharge of my ecclesiastical duties, 
I have endeavoured to do nothing whereby I might forfeit the good opinion, or lose the 
support of all persons officially connected with me ; and with this feeling I have never faffed 
to impress on the poor committed to my charge, both by example and precept due respect 
for authority, or to inculcate charity, patience, obedience, and subordination m the establish- 
ment which had afforded them a refuge in their destitution. . . . A 

« With the renewed assurance of the pleasure which I have experienced m receiving the 
Resolution of the Board, and of my grateful sense of their kindness, 

“ I have, &c. 

(signed) “ Laurence Charles Prideaux Fox, 

“ To the Chairman of the . . O. M. I. 

Board of Guardians of South Dublin Union. 

Moved by Mr. O’Dwyer, seconded by Mr. Place 

That the clerk be requested to submit a copy of the letter of the Rev. Mr. 
Fox, iust read, to the Commissioners, for their special consideration. 

To which the following amendment was proposed by Mr. Byrne, seconded by 

M Ttei?rt5e t letter of Mr. Fox be inserted in full on the minutes, but that we 
offer no comment whatever thereon to the Poor Law Commissioners 

The amendment was put and carried without a division, and the original 
motion declared lost. 



5M. 
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(No. 14669/60.) 

No. 6.— Report from Mr. Otway, Poor Law Inspector, to the Commissioners, 
with Five Enclosures. 

Gentlemen, Workhouse, 3 July 1860. 

In reply to your communication of this date, I have to state that Divine 
service was not performed at the workhouse on last Sunday, or on the previous 
Friday, the 30th * ultimo, the festival of St. Peter and St. Paul. 

Since the date of my report of the 2d ultimo, the Rev. Mr. Horris has con- 
tinued to act as assistant chaplain, and performed Divine service and attended 
to the other religious duties of a chaplain, with the exception of not having 
celebrated Mass in the workhouse on the 29th ultimo or 1st instant. Mass 
was, however, celebrated by him at the Tenter House Auxiliary, and Kilmain- 
ham Sheds Auxiliary, on the 29th ultimo and 1st instant. I enclose you 
extracts from the chaplain’s book, marked (A. 1.) 

The master of the workhouse having heard that Mass was not to be per- 
formed in the workhouse on the 29th ultimo or 1st instant, wrote to the Rev. 
Mr. Horris, requesting he would do so, and he wrote to him in reply, stating, 
“ I beg to state that I cannot do so ; I have no authority from my ecclesiastical 
superiors to justify me in complying with your request.” 

The master of the workhouse being apprehensive of a riot amongst the 
inmates, in case of Mass not being celebrated on last Sunday, applied to the 
superintendent of police, Dublin Castle, for the assistance of the police, which 
he got ; and a number, about 60, were stationed between the Bason and the 
police station. Twelve of these were also let into the workhouse, and remained 
in the Admission Board Room from nine o’clock a.m. to half-past three 
o’clock p.m. 

On the morning of the 1st instant I received a letter from the master of 
the workhouse (marked A. 2, which I enclose), which I immediately answered, 
and sent answer by special messenger (see copy of my letter to master of work- 
house, marked A. 3). I then went to Dublin, when I received, at a quarter 
past one o’clock, the letter of the master marked (A. 4). I waited in Dublin 
until late in the day, and heard nothing further, and no disturbance, except 
that stated in master’s letter of the 1st instant (A. 3), occurred. 

The date of the allowance paid to the person who has latterly acted as 
assistant to the late chaplain was, up to the 30th of last May, the date of the 
order of the Commissioners removing the late chaplain, the sum paid being the 
portion of the quarter due to 30 May, at the rate of 200/. per annum, as the 
salary of both. I enclose a copy of the last receipt, marked (A. 5). 

I have, &c. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. C & 



(No. 14669/60.) 



Enclosure 1, in No. 6. 
(A. 1.) 



Copt Entries from Roman-catholic Chaplain’s Book. 

28 June 1860. Attended 10 sick calls, and visited several parte of the house. 

■ ?V Un j 1860 ' - °- fferMl * e ho J}L sa<:r;fl “ ° f the Mass at the sheds at half-past seven 
0 clock, and gave an instruction. Offered the same holy sacrifice of the Mass at the Tenters 
at nine 0 clock, and gave an instruction. Attended sick calls through the house. Attended 
a night call in No. 2, Gardens. 

30 June I860.— Attended two sick calls in female hospital, and three in male infirm: 
two m No. 2 m the Gardens. Heard confessions during eight hours in the church: one 
baptism m the church. 

J ”'/ 1660 -— Offered the holy sacrifice of the Mass at the sheds, and gave an instruc- 
tion at half-past seven o dock. Offered the same holy sacrifice of the Mass at the Tenters 

at 



* So in original, but should be 29th. 
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at nine o’clock, and gave an instruction. Attended sick calls, and visited through the 
house. 

.2 July 1860. — Attended two sick calls in female hospital, and three in male infirm: one 
in No. 2 in the Gardens ; four in female infirm wards. One baptism in the church. 

3 July 1860. — Attended four sick calls in female hospital, five in male infirm wards, and 
one in No. 2, Gardens. Visited other parts of the house. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 6. 

(No. 14669/60.) 



(A. 2.) 

Sir, _ South Dublin Union, 30 June 1860. 

I have learned positively to day that there will not be any Roman-catholic clergyman 
here to say Mass for the inmates on to-morrow, Sunday, notwithstanding that I have 
endeavoured through several sources to procure the services of a priest. 

I have therefore reason to believe that the absence of same will he taken advantage of 
by the inmates to get up a riot ; in fact, it is the general opinion of every officer in the 
workhouse that a riot will ensue. 

I am about to make application to the authorities for a staff of policemen to be in readi- 
ness and near at hand, as on a former occasion. 

I am taking every step that I can think of to preserve order, and trust nothing shall be 
left undone by me to prevent insubordination and maintain discipline, all of which circum- 
stances I considered my duty to communicate to you. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Charles James Jenkinson, Master. 



To C. G. Otway, Esq., Poor Law Inspector, 
9, Clifton-terrace, Monkstown. 



Enclosure 3, in No. 6. 

(No. 14669/60.) 

(A. 3.) 

Copy of my Letter to Master of the "Workhouse of 1st July. 

9, Clifton-terrace, Monkstown, 

Dear Sir, 1 July, U o’clock. 

I have only just got your letter of yesterday’s date, it was posted too late. I got into 
Dublin by next train, and will be at the University Club, Stephen’s Green. I send this by 
my servant, and send me back written word by him as to how things have gone on at the 
workhouse, whether Divine service was celebrated for the Roman-catholic inmates ; and 
if not, whether there was any disturbance ; or whether you now anticipate such ; and if so, 
wliat steps you have taken to prevent or check it. 

Yours, &c. 

Mr. Charles James Jenkinson, (signed) C. G. Otway. 

&c. &c. 



(No. 14669/60.) 



Enclosure 4, in No. 6. 
(A. 4.) 



South Dublin Union, 1 July 1860. 

In reply to your communication I beg leave to state, that we had no service for the 
Roman-catholics in this house to-day, and having anticipated such on yesterday, I feared 
the result, and consequently made application to the police authorities for a number of men 
to be in readiness, and located as on a former occasion. 

I am happy to inform you that the chief superintendent of police kindly and promptly 
acceded to my request, and had the men in attendance from an early hour this morning, 
and up to the present, one o’clock, p.m. _ . 

I gave directions to the officers this morning not to allow any inmates out ot them 
departments to go to the chapel or elsewhere, unless a clergyman came. The fact of their 
not being allowed to assemble in the chapel has had a good effect, and all has been quiet up 
to the present, with the exception of No. 2 Class in the Gardens, who forced their way out 
of their department, but on my reasoning with them they all went back quietly, and have 
up to the present continued quiet. Should anything occur at dinner hour, I shall despatch 
a special messenger to you. 

I am, &c. 

To C. G. Otway, Esq., (signed) Charles James Jenkinson , Master. 

University Club. 



56l. 
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Enclosure 5, in No. 6. 

(A. 5.) 

(No. 14669/60.)' 

Received from the guardians of the South Dublin Union, the sum of 36 1. 2 s. 2 d., being 
the amount of salary for self and assistant chaplain to 30 May 1860. 

(signed) Laurence Charles Pridemuc Fox, 
Roman-catholic Chaplain, South Dublin Workhouse. 



(No. 14669/60.) 

No. 7 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 4 July 1860. 

Tiie Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have received a report from their inspector, Mr. Otway, from which it 
appears that Divine service was not performed at the workhouse of the South 
Dublin Onion for the Roman -catholic inmates on Sunday last, or on the 
previous Friday, the festival of St. Peter and St. Paul. It appears from Mr. 
Otway’s report, and by the entries in the chaplain’s book, that the Rev. Mr. 
Horris, the gentleman who acted as assistant to the late chaplain, has continued 
to act as assistant chaplain, and has performed Divine service, and attended to 
the other duties of a chaplain, with the exception of not having performed 
Mass at the workhouse on the two days above-named, on which days, however, 
he celebrated Mass at the Tenter House Auxiliary and Kilmainliam Sheds 
Auxiliary. It thus appears that the clergyman who has hitherto acted as 
assistant Roman-catholic chaplain, and with whose continuance in office the 
Commissioners have in no way interfered, continues to perform the duties of 
the chaplaincy, and the Commissioners recommend that he should be requested 
to perform Divine service at the main workhouse, where almost the entire 
number of inmates are assembled, and where there is a building specially 
appropriated for Divine service, in which Mass has always been celebrated 
since the opening of the workhouse, in preference to celebrating it in auxiliary 
buildings at a distance from the main workhouse, which contain only a small 
proportion of the inmates. 

(By order of the Commissioners.) 

(signed) B. Batiks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 15123/60.) 

No. 8.— Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 5 July 1860. 

Read letter dated 4th July 1860, in reference to a report received from 
Mr. Otway, respecting the nonperformance of Divine service for the Roman- 
catholic inmates of the workhouse, and recommending that the assistant chaplain 
(who continues performing duties at the auxiliaries) be requested to perform 
Divine service at the main workhouse, where almost the entire inmates are 
assembled, instead of the auxiliary buildings at a distance from the workhouse, 
which contain only a small portion of the inmates : — 

Ordered, that the following report of the master on the subject, and letters 
therein referred to, be placed on the minutes : — 

I beg leave to report that Friday last, the 29th ultimo, being a holiday in the Roman- 
catholic church, no priest attended to say Mass. 

Wardmastcr Cunningham reported, that in consequence of the absence of the priest there 
was some excitement amongst the inmates, but on bein°- remonstrated with they all became 
orderly and quiet, with the exception of five girls named Agnus Higgins, Bridget 
M‘Donald, Mary A. Maher, from No. 2 Class in die Gardens ; Sarah Burton and Rose 

Maguire 
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Maguire, from the general female department, who endeavoured by every means to excite 
the whole congregation to commit a riot. Some of them in his hearing asked the others to 
assist them in breaking glass in the windows. Those girls also forced their way down 
to the hall, and, whilst the others were at breakfast, did all in their power to cause a riot. 

I at once sent for the police and had them taken into custody. It also appeared that, when 
beino- searched in the police station, they had five sheets, two quilts, and one pair of 
blankets, the property of the union, concealed on their persons, over and above the usual 
clothing allowed to female inmates. I also had this tendered as a charge against them. 
They were brought before Mr. M'Dermott, the magistrate presiding at the head police 
office, and all those charges satisfactorily explained before him ; but in consequence of those 
•mis appearing sorry, and promising to conduct themselves properly in future, first explain- 
ing to them the nature of their offence, and the punishment he was authorised by law to 
inflict on them, he bound them in then- own recognizances to appear when called on for 
sentence, any time within one month, in case they committed a breach of the peace. 

In the meantime I took every step to procure the services of a Roman-catholic chaplain 
on the above day, by writing to the following; viz., Ecv. Mr. Kennedy, P.P., Rev. Mr. 

Ilorris, and Rev. Mr. Mangan, without avail/, . 

Havin'-' also learned by letter from the Rev. Mr. Horns, on Saturday last, that lie could 
not officiate on Sunday at the workhouse, not having authority from Ins ecclesiastical 
superior* and fearing that any disturbance might arise in the absence of mass being said, 
I communicated with the police authorities, who kindly and promptly sent me a force of 
men, who were stationed as on a former occasion. . 

I did not allow any of the inmates out of their respective departments to assemble in the 
chapel nor did I cause the bell to be rung. This course had a good effect in checking any 
attempt at riot, and all continued quiet except the No. 2 Class in the gardens, who forced 
open the door of their ward, and endeavoured to make tlieir way to the front of the house, 
but were prevented, and afterwards went back quietly and remained so for the day, the 

door having been nailed up. , ... , , , 

I thought it advisable to get a few policemen to the gate when. this occurred, but am 

happy to say their services were not required. 

Trusting the Board will approve of the steps I took in the matter. 



_ 29 June 1860. 

I BOTBTAND that this is a holiday in the Roman-catholic church and as no clergy- 
man has been here to officiate for the inmates up to the hour of 9.15 odock a.m„ I fear 
tE the Rev. Mr. Homs must he ill, might I therefore ask the favour of having their 

religious wants attended to. (signed) C. J. Jenlimmu 

To the Rev. Mr. Kennedy, P. P-, 

James-street. 



29 June 1860. 

T .Pot this is a holiday in the Roman-catholic church, and as no clergy- 

I OTMKSTANr 1 flat tiusis a _Mimay A t0 offloiat e, J trust that illness is not 

thlTcause ^Should such be the case, I trust you will communicate with the Rev. Mr. Man- 
gan, so ai not to have the inmates without religious Q ^ 

Rov. Mr. Horris, Clayton Park, 

South Circular-road. 



29 June 1860. 

Dear Sir, holiday in the Roman-catholic church, I have just com- 

•worship. (signed) C. J. Jenkinson. 

To the Rev. Mr. Mangan, 

Inchicore. 



29 June 1860. 

Dear Sir, . , j , to ffiform yon that I have had no orders 

V Sf toXv ffr Pox rin” Tuesday last, and it is now too late for any on. 
fem&Lse to say Mass for the Catholic inmates. j ^ 

(signed) B. Maiujan, O.M.I. 



561. 
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Reverend Sir, ■ 30 June 1860. 

I have to request that you will, instead of performing Mass to-morrow at the Auxiliaries, 
have it at the workhouse instead, and I will have the inmates of the Auxiliary brought down 
here for the purpose at the proper time. 

(signed) C. J. Jenkinson. 

Rev. Mr. Horris, Workhouse. 



Sir, South Dublin Union, 30 June 1860. 

In reply to your letter requesting me to give Mass on to-morrow in the workhouse instead 
of the Auxiliaries, I beg to state that I cannot do so. I have no authority from my eccle- 
siastical superiors to justify me complying with your request. 

I am, &c. 

Mr. C. J. J enkinson, (signed) Charles Horris. 

Master. 



Reverend Sir, 

From all I can learn there is no arrangement to have Mass in the workhouse on to-mor- 
row, Sunday : I think it right to acquaint you, as the parish priest of the parisli in which 
the workhouse is situate, of this circumstance, in order that you may, if you see fit, cause 
Mass to be performed for the Roman-catholic inmates, for which I am prepared to give you 
every facility when you let me know your wish to have it done. 

I am, &c. 

Rev. Mr. Kennedy, p. p., (signed) Charles James Jenhinson. 

James-street. 



(No. 15259/60.) 

No. 9. — Report from Mr. Otway, Poor Law Inspector, with two Enclosures. 

Gentlemen, Monkstown, 9 July 1 860. 

I received the enclosed letters, marked 1 and 2, from the master of the 
South Dublin Workhouse ; the one marked 1 at half-past six o’clock, p. m., on 
the /th instant, and the one marked 2 at 3 o’clock, p. m., this day. 

I have, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, (signed) C. G. Otway. 

&c. &c. &c. 



Enclosure 1, in No. 9. 

(No. 15289/60, Enc.) 

Sir, South Dublin Union, 7 July 1860. 

I hasten to inform you that the Reverend Mr. Fox, who is in the workhouse to-day, 
has intimated or rather told some of the officers, that he will send a priest to officiate in the 
chapel on to-morrow. 

I am, &c. 

C. G. Otway, Esq., (signed) Charles James Jenkinson, 

Poor Law Inspector, 9, Clifton-terrace, Master. 

Monkstown. 

P. S, — I have also heard from another that Mr. Fox said he would be here to-morrow 
himself, to officiate, but cannot say that he will, for a fact I thought it right to send him, 
beforehand, a copy of the Act of Parliament, showing him the penalties should he do so. 

I regret that 1 could not write you earlier — 4.30 cr clock, p. m. 

C. J. J. 



Enclosure 2, in No. 9. 

(No. 15259/60— Enc.) 

Sir, South Dublin Union, 8 July 1860. 

I hasten to inform you that the Reverend Mr. Fox has not officiated here to-day, 
according to the information which I received ; neither has his visits been official through 
the house on yesterday ; but you will perceive, by the annexed copy of a letter which I 

received 
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received from the reverend gentleman, in reply to a communication which I sent him 
yesterday, copy of which I also annex, that it is his full intention to come here openly, and 
resume his duties as Homan-catholic chaplain of the workhouse, next week. 



C. G. Otway, Esq., 

Poor Law Inspector, 9, Clifton-terrace, 
Monkstown. 



I am, &c. 

(signed) Charles James Jenkinson , 

Master. 



Sir, South Dublin Union, 7 July 1860. 

As I understand that you purpose coming here to-morrow, in an official capacity, I 
thought it but right to inform you of the penalties by Act of Parliament, copy of which 
Act I annex, which probably you were not aware of. 

I am, &c. 

To the Eeverend Mr. Fox. (signed) Charles James Jenkinson, 

Master. 

[Here followed a copy of the 102d clause of the 1 & 2 Viet, c. 56.] 



Sir, Inchicore, Dublin, 7 July 1860. 

I have to thank you for your kindness in sending me an extract from the Act of Parlia- 
ment. which relates to disobedience to the commands of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Tou have been misinformed as to my intention to officiate as chaplain in the South 
Dublin Union to-morrow, as I am sorry to say I shall be prevented by another engage- 
ment ; but on receiving my instructions from his Grace, the Archbishop of Dublin, as I 
find it was purely by mistake that the inmates of the union were deprived of mass on 
Friday the 29th of June and Sunday the 1st of July, I hope to be able to resume my 
duties next week. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Laurence Charles Prideaux Fox, 0. M. I., 

To the Master of the South Dublin Union. Chaplain. 



(No. 15259/60.) 

No. 10. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

j Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 11 July 1860. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have had before them the letter addressed by the Rev. Mr. Fox, late 
Roman-catholic Chaplain of the workhouse, to the Board of Guardians of the 
South Dublin Union, on the 23d ult., in which he assures the Board that he 
has endeavoured to do nothing whereby he might forfeit the good opinion, or 
lose the support of all persons officially connected with him ; and that he has 
never failed to impress on the poor committed to his charge, both by example 
and precept, due respect for authority, or to inculcate charity, patience, obedi- 
ence and subordination in the establishment which had afforded them a refuge 
in their destitution. The Commissioners have also had before them copies of 
recent correspondence between the Rev.' Mr. Fox and the master of the work- 
house, which they received through their inspector, Mr. Otway, by which it 
appears that Mr. Fox proposes, notwithstanding his dismissal, to intrude himself 
as chaplain of the workhouse, and to resume the performance of the duties of 
that office. The Commissioners do not wish to reopen the circumstances 
under which that clergyman placed himself in a position which forced the 
Commissioners to remove him, or as to the course which is stated in his letter 
to be contemplated by high ecclesiastical authority, of avowed opposition to 
the law of the land ; but the Commissioners submit that, admission to the 
workhouse being within the sole control of the guardians, if they permit the 
daily and hourly intimate intercourse of the inmates with a clergymau who has 
brought a charge of the most shocking indecency against the union officers, 
which he totally failed to substantiate,' and which up to the present time he has 
omitted to withdraw or even to qualify, such a proceeding will be held to 
amount to an admission on the part of the guardians that the charge is sub- 
stantiated, and hence render it difficult, if not impossible, for these officers to 
561. C maintain 
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maintain clue rirder and subordination in the house. The guardians must bear 
in mind that the first disturbances in the workhouse were distinctly traceable 
to the support and influence of a former Roman-catholic chaplain, the Rev. 
Mr. O’Farrlley, who was censured on two separate occasions,- and was required 
to give assurances as to his future conduct. The Commissioners do not doubt 
that the guardians will, on full consideration, intimate to Mr. Fox that they 
cannot permit him to officiate as chaplain, and that they will instruct the 
master of the workhouse accordingly. The Commissioners’ responsibility and 
authority in this respect terminated by the issue of the removal order, which 
the Commissioners have no power to carry further, as was decided in a recent 
case in the Court of Queen’s Bench. In the event of serious disturbance in 
the workhouse, which it appears has been impending, from the refusal on the 
part of the acting Roman-catholic Chaplain to perform Divine service, the 
Commissioners think that the guardians may consider inmates who repeatedly 
misconduct themselves as proving by their own acts that they no longer require 
maintenance and support in the workhouse, and order their discharge accord- 
ingly. 

(By order of the Commissioners) 

B. Banks, Chief Clerk, 

To the Clerk of the South Dublin Union. 



(No. 15742/60.) 

No. 11. — Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 12 July I860, 

The Report of the Master was read, and Orders made thereon, as follows : 

“ I beg leave to report that, having learned on the 7th instant, from Dr. Grant and Mr. 
Murphy, Roman-catholic schoolmaster, that the Rev. Mr. Fox had visited the house, and 
intimated to them that he purposed resuming his duties as Roman-catholic chaplain of tho 
workhouse, I feel it my duty (knowing that he was in a position antagonistic to the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and having no instructions from the Board, although I requested, or 
the 7th of June, directions for the future in the matter, to which I received no response 
whatever), to write to him as follows, viz : 

“Sir, _ _ “7 July 1860. 

“ As I understand that you purpose ooming here to-morrow in an official capacity, I 
thought it but right to inform you of the penalties by Act of Parliament, a copy of which 
Act I annex, which probably you are not aware of. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Fox. (signed) t( Chas. James Jenltinson , Master. 

“ And be it enacted, that in case any person shall wilfully neglect or disobey any of the 
orders of the Commissioners, purporting to be sealed or stamped with their seal of office, 
such person shall, upon conviction before any two justices, forfeit and pay for the first 
offence any sum not exceeding 5 7 . ; for the second offence any sum not exceeding 20 7., 
nor less than 57. And in the event of such person being convicted a third time, such third 
and every subsequent offence shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and such offender shall 
be liable to be indicted for the same offence^ and shall, on conviction, pay such fine, not 
being less than 207. ; and suffer such imprisonment, with or without hard labour, as may be 
awarded against him by the court, by or before which he shall be tried and convicted.”—. 
Clause 102, 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56.” 



. To the above communication I received the following reply from the Rev. Mr- Fox, 
viz:— 

cctv * X> i . “ Inchicore, Dublin, 7 July 1860. 

1 have to thank you for your kindness in sending me an extract from the Act of Par- 
liament which relates to disobedience to the commands of the Poor Law Commissioners. 
You have been misinformed as to my intention to officiate as chaplain in the South Dublin 
Union to-morrow, as, X am sorry to say, I shall be prevented by another engagement ; but 
on my receiving my instructions from his Grace the Archbishop of Dublin, as 1 find it was 
purely by mistake that the inmates of the union were deprived of mass on Friday, the 29th 
June, and Sunday, 1st July, I hope to be able to resume my duties next week. 

“ I am, &c. 

(signed) “ Laurence Chas , Prideaux Fox, 0. M.I., 

“ the Master, the South Dublin Union.’ Chaplain. 
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On receiving this unexpected reply, and on reading “ Article 46 of the Poor Law 
Commissioners 1 General Regulations ” — viz., “ No workhouse officer who may have been 
dismissed by any order of the Commissioners shall, after such dismissal, remain upon the 
workhouse premises, or enter therein for the purpose of interfering in the management of 
sucli workhouse, unless the said Commissioners shall consent to his subsequent appointment 
to an office in such workhouse, under the provisions of the first said recited Act.” 1 being 
made aware of the Rev. Mr. Fox’s removal, under seal of the Commissioners, and being 
thus apprised officially of his intention to resume his duties as Roman-catholic chaplain of 
this house, I considered that I would, if passive, be guilty of a breach of the Poor Law 
Commissioners’ General Regulations, and therefore I considered it my duty to communicate 
with the Rev. Mr. Fox, as follows : — 

“ Rev. Sir,. . “9 July 1860. 

As you have signified your intention (in your communication of the 7th instant), to resume 
your duties as Roman-catholic chaplain of this workhouse, I beg to inform you that I 
cannot, under article 46 of the Poor Law Commissioners’ General Regulations, permit you 
to use the chapel, or otherwise officiate publicly, without the order of the Board of Guar- 
dians or Poor Law Commissioners. You will, therefore, be so good as to provide your- 
self with such authority previous to resuming duty, as your doing so without such authority 
would place me in a position of painful difficulty, ”of which I am sure your better judgment 
would not eventually approve of. 

“ I am, &c. 

“ To the Rev. Mr. Fox.” (signed) Chas. Jas. Jcnldnson. 



Then followed copy of article 47, Poor Law Commissioners’ Regulations, as above. 

In the meantime, and prior to this letter having reached the Rev. Mr. Fox, I found by 
the gate porter’s book that Mr. Fox had been in the workhouse, as I had been informed, 
visiting Dr. Grant’s mother, who is ill and stopping with him ; but on referring to the 
Roman-catholic chaplain’s book, I find he attended three sick calls in the female infirm 
ward, and two in the female hospital, and signed the book as chaplain “for self and assistant;” 
also as having confirmed all prior entries which were unsigned by any clergyman. In con- 
sequence of this, and also the fact of no pauper having applied to me to see the Rev. Mr. 
Fox, I wrote the following order on the gate porter’s book, viz: — 

“ The gate porter is directed, should the Rev. Mr. Fox present himself at the gate, for 
the purpose of entering in an official capacity, to immediately send up and inform the master. 
In tho meantime, the Rev. Gentleman is to be shown up to the board-room until I have an 
interview with him. 

(signed) “ C. J. Jenkinson, Master.” 



I may also mention to the Board that Mr. Place, one of the guardians, sent for me to see 
him in the clerk’s office, and asked me on what authority I took it on myself to write what 
he considered impertinent letters to Mr. Fox. I stated my reasons under the conviction of 
the before recited article, of the Poor Law Commissioners’ General Regulations, which I 
believed I was bound to see carried out. Mr. Place, in reply, said he should feel it his 
duty to advise father Fox to hold no communication with me, and Mr. Fox, although shown 
by the gate porter my communication, took no notice of same, but entered the workhouse 
and went through several parts accompanied by Mr. Place. I find that, although Mr. Fox 
did not reply to my last note, and, although the gate porter showed him my order referred 
to on his book, that he has gone through the house as he usually did before bis dismissal by 
the Poor Law Commissioners, and in contempt of my authority, as master of the workhouse, 
and I beg further to say that the Rev. Mr. Fox, having, branded me on a late occasion (as 
well as other officers of the house) with having acted in a manner “abominable,” “indecent, 
and obscene,” and having not only not retracted, but reiterated those epithets, that, there- 
fore, his discharging duty through the house renders my authority nugatory, and virtually 
places him in the position of master of the workhouse, and it is, therefore, impossible for 
me to uphold my position under such circumstances. I am, therefore, obliged again to 
respectfully request the instructions of the Board. 



Moved by Mr. Place, seconded by Dr. Wall : — 

That the master was not justified in interfering, as he has done, between the 
Rev. Mr. Fox and the Poor Law Commissioners without being called upon to 
do so, either by the Poor Law Commissioners or the guardians. 

To which the following amendment was moved by Mr. Bonsall, seconded by 
•Captain Wall, and declared carried : — 

That the Board approve of the proceeding of the master in the case of the 
Rev. Mr. Fox, as reported by the master, and that a copy of said report be 
transmitted to the Poor Law Commissioners. .. 

.fjj c 2 A division 
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A division being called for, the following voted : 
For tlie Amendment, 15. 

Mr. Rogers. Mr. Bonsall. 

Mr. Warren. Dr. Owens. 

Mr. Falkner. Mr. Smyth. 

Mr. Prescott. Mr. Drought. 

Mr. Beasely. Mr. Sykes. 

Mr. Byrne. Mr. Draper. 

Mr. D. P. Ryan. Sir Robert Shaw, Bart. 

Captain W all. 



Against it, 7. 
Mr. Shannon. 
Dr. Wall. 

Mr. Place. 

Mr. Keogh. 

Mr. Lawless. 
Mr. Whelan. 
Mr. Cavende. 



The letter from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 11th July 1860 
(No. 15259/60), was then read. 

Moved by Mr. Bonsall, seconded by Mr. Franklin, and 

Resolved , That the recommendation of the Poor Law Commissioners, in their 
letter now read, be adopted, and that the clerk do inform the Rev. Mr. Fox 
that he will not be permitted to discharge any duty in this workhouse in defi- 
ance of lawful authority, and that the master of the workhouse be informed of 
this Resolution, in order that he may regulate according to it. 



A division was called for, when there appeared : — 
For the Motion, 13. 



Mr. Warren. 

Mr. Franklin. 
Mr. Prescott. 
Mr. Beasely. 

Mr. Byrne. 

Mr. D. P. Ryan. 
Captain Wall. 



Mr. Bonsall. 

Mr. Drought. 

Mr. Sykes. 

Mr. Draper. 

Sir Robert Shaw. 
Mr. Rogers. 



Against it, 6. 
Mr. Shannon. 
Dr. Wall. 

Mr. Connor. 
Mr. Place. 

Mr. KeoMi. 

Mr. Lawless. 



The following letter from the Rev. Mr. Fox was read, and ordered to be 
placed on the minutes : — 

Sir, Clarendon-street, Dublin, 11 July 1860. 

My attention was called yesterday, for the first time, to the letter of resignation sent in 
to your Board on the 31st of May by Patrick Maguire, who was then a wardmaster in the 
house. This letter having been, by some extraordinary diplomacy, forced into the printed 
return of correspondence, minutes, &c., lately published by order of the House of Commons, 
as moved for by The O’Donoghue, m.p, on the 8th of June last, contains an imputation upon 
my character as chaplain, which I cannot allow to pass unanswered. Maguire says in that 
letter “ that it is currently reported among the inmates of the workhouse that the Roman- 
catholic chaplain stated from the altar of the workhouse chapel that there should be as many 
Roman-catholic as Protestant officers, which leads them to believe that justice could not be 
done to them by a Protestant officer;” and he adds, “ if this be the case, it will deter Pro- 
testant officers from doing their duty to them either fearlessly or conscientiously.” I must 
beg most .emphatically to deny the truth of this imputation, as I question the propriety of 
publishing such a slander on my character. Perhaps I might not, however, have noticed 
this letter, or the false statements it contains, as well as others of a similar nature in the 
letter which immediately follows from Anne Maguire, the wife of Patrick Maguire, only 
that it is a well-known fact that. Nurse Kellett reported this man, Patrick Maguire, the very 
day before these resignations were written and sent to your Board, as both the matron, 
Mrs. Dollard, and the assistant matron, Mrs . Kennedy, are able to prove. I have reason 
to believe that this report never reached your Board, but that both Patrick Maguire and 
his wife were advised to send in their resignations without delay ; so that instead of having 
his conduct investigated as to the charge made against him, he was allowed to leave the 
house on the plea of the ill feeling that existed against him, and a first-class testimonial was 
granted to him. I beg, therefore, that you will have this affair investigated. 

I have, &c. 

To the Chairman (signed) Laurence Charles Prideaux Fox, 0. M. I. 

of the Board of Guardians. 



Mrs. Kellett was called before the Board, and stated she made no report 
against Maguire. 
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(No. 15640/60.) 

No. 12. — Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, South Dublin Union, 13 July 1860. 

At the meeting of the Board of Guardians, yesterday, Mr. Place moved — 

That the balance of salary due to the Rev. Mr. H orris, as assistant chaplain, 
from the 30th May 1860 to 25th June 1860, be paid to him at once. 

To which an amendment was moved by Mr. Bonsall, and carried : — 

That Mr. H orris’s salary shall not be paid until the facts respecting his 
refusal to officiate in the parent workhouse be submitted to the Poor Law 
Commissioners for their opinion and advice. 

These facts are fully set out on the minutes of proceedings of the Board 
of Guardians of 5th instant, to which I beg to refer you, and in particular to 
the master’s letter of 30th June to Rev. Mr. Horris, and his reply of same date,* 
of which I enclose a copy. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) George Hepburn, 

The Poor Law Commissioners. Clerk of the Union. 



(No. 15640/60.) 

No. 13. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 18 July 1860. 

The Commissioners for Administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant, reporting 
the Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of South Dublin Union on the 12th 
instant in reference to a motion “ That the balance of salary due to the Rev. 
Mr. Horris, as assistant chaplain, from the 30th May 1860 to the 25th June 
1860 be paid to him at once.” .To which an amendment was moved and carried, 
“ That Mr. Horris’s salary shall not be paid until the facts respecting his refusal 
to officiate in the parent workhouse be submitted, to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners for their opinion and advice.” The Commissioners have referred to the 
statement of the facts alluded to in this resolution, which are set forth , m the 
guardians’ minutes of the 5th instant. In reply, the Commissioners desire to 
state that there is considerable difficulty with regard to the position of the Rev. 
Mr. Horris. The 48th section of the Irish Poor Relief Act, which authorises 
the appointment of chaplains, prohibits the Commissioners from appointing or 
directing the appointment of more than one clergyman of the same denomina- 
tion ; but the Commissioners are aware that some years ago the duties ot the 
chaplaincy having greatly increased, the guardians agreed to pay an additional 
sum to the late Roman-catholic chaplain, to enable him to provide an as- 
sistant Roman-catholic chaplain. This arrangement, it appears, continued up 
to the time of the removal of the late chaplain, the assistant, however, not being 
distinctly recognised by the guardians, the payment being made by cheque to 
the chaplain, drawn in his favour, and the receipt being given in like manner 
by the chaplain, acknowledging to have received payment, for the services of 
himself and assistant. It if clear that the Rev. Mr. Horns does not consider 
himself to be under the authority of the guardians ; and it appears by his letter 
of the 30th ult., addressed to the master, that he has distinctly declined to 
perform Divine service, as the chaplain, from want of ecclesiastical authority. 
It is, of course, impossible for the guardians to treat a clergyman as officially 
connected with the union in regard to salary and not with regard to official 
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duty, and it was in this view of the case that the Commissioners, in their letter 
of the 4th instant, suggested that Mr. Horris should be called upon to perform 
Divine service in the main workhouse. The Commissioners have already 
tendered to Mr. Horris the office of Roman-catholic Chaplain, which he has 
declined. The Commissioners, therefore, think that it will be better to leave 
the question of remuneration open until some definite arrangement can be made 
with regard to the chaplaincy. This has been the general practice in regard to 
periods during which vacancies have existed in workhouse chaplaincies. 

(By order of the Commissioners) ■ 

(signed) B. Banks, Chief Clerk. 



(No. 16275/60.) 

No. 14.— Extract from Guardians’ Minutes, dated 19 July 1860. 

Read letter from the Commissioners, dated 18th July 1860, in reference to 
the payment of salary to Reverend Mr. Horris, as assistant chaplain, as recorded 
on the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of the 12th instant, 
and that they think it is better to leave the question of remuneration open until 
some definite arrangement can be made with regard to the chaplaincy. 

Moved by Mr. Byrne, seconded by Mr. Bonsall, and — 

Ordered, That the recommendation of the Poor Law Commissioners, in refer- 
ence to the payment for any services rendered by the Reverend Mr. Horris be 
adopted. 



(No. 161 m./60.) 

No. 15. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians. 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 9 August 1860. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Belief of the Poor in 
Ireland, have to state for the information of the Board of Guardians of South 
Dublin Union, that it has been intimated to them by the Chief Secretary of His 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that in his opinion the Commissioners may 
rely on the disposition of the Reverend Mr. Fox to act in the spirit of the letter 
addressed by him to the Board of Guardians on the 23rd June last, assuring 
them of his wish to promote the maintenance of subordination on the part of 
the inmates of the workhouse, to the authority of the Guardians and their 
Officers. 

Under these circumstances the Commissioners have determined to reinstate 
Mr. Fox in the Chaplaincy, and they trust that the Guardians will co-operate 
with them in the endeavour to make this step the means of restoring harmony 
to the establishment, and at the same time providing for the benefit of the 
Roman- catholic Inmates the services of a gentleman who has heretofore per- 
formed the official duties of the Chaplaincy in a satisfactory manner. 

The Commissioners have given directions for the preparation of an order 
under seal re-appointing Mr. Fox, and a copy of the order is herewith en- 
closed. 



To the Clerk, 
South Dublin Union. 



By order, &e. 

(signed) B. Banks, 

Chief Clerk. 
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No. 16.— Order appointing the Reverend Mr. Fox. 

To the Reverend Laurence Charles Prideaux Fox ; to the Guardians of the Poor 
of the South Dublin Union ; and to all other Persons whom it may concern. 

In pursuance of the provisions of an Act passed in the second year of the reign 
of Her present Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled “ An Act for. the more effectual 
relief of the destitute poor in Ireland, ” and in exercise, of the powers vested in 
us in this behalf, we, the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland, do hereby rescind our order of the 30th day of May last, 
removing the Reverend Laurence Charles Prideaux Fox, a Clergyman of the 
Roman-catholic church from the office of chaplain of the workhouse of South 
Dublin Union, and we do hereby appoint the said Reverend Laurence Charles 
Prideaux Fox to be a chaplain of the said workhouse. And we do hereby fix the 
salary of the said chaplain at and after the rate of 100 l. per annum, subject to 
any regulation which may hereafter be made by us in that behalf. 

Sealed with our seal this Ninth day of August, 
in the year of Our Lord One thousand 
eight hundred and sixty. 

(signed) Edward Senior. 

J. M‘ Donnell. 




(No. 162 M./60.) 

No. 1 7- — Letter from the Commissioners to the Reverend L. C. F. Fox. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
Reverend Sir, 9 August 1860. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 
land, transmit herewith for your information, a copy of a letter which they have 
this day (addressed to the Board of Guardians of South Dublin Union,* apprising 
them of th'eir intention to reappoint you to the office of Roman- catholic chaplain 
of the workhouse. 

A copy of the order appointing you is also enclosed, f 

By order, &c. 

To the Reverend L. C. P. Fox, (signed) B. Banks, 

Golden Bridge. Chief Clerk. 



t No. 16 . 
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the Irish Poor Law Commissioners and the 
Rev. L. C. P, Fox, relative to his Dismissal 

the Sootii Dunn* Union. 



(3/r. Vance.) 
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